General Assembly 2026
Friday 15th May:
We welcomed the Lord High Commissioner, Lady Elish Angiolini, before installing the Rev Gordon Kennedy as Moderator. The report from the Legal Questions Committee enabled the passing of two amendments to the Safeguarding Act and the Discipline Act.
The Assembly Trustees report included information on a new framework for financing ministry. This was for information on what is guiding thinking, with a definitive proposal to be brought to the 2027 General Assembly. There is no change to Giving to Grow for 2026. There was encouragement for congregations to engage with the Stewardship Team and the Bearing Fruit – a financial health-check for growth online financial health check. The Scots Hotel in Tiberias, Israel, will be leased to a private partner to help with sustainability and development.
Report Of The Faith Action Programme Leadership Team And The Theological Forum On Church Decline: Reflecting On The Causes And Building For A Better Future is commended for Presbyteries and Congregations to read, study and consider its recommendations.
The report on Clyde Presbytery by the Presbytery Review Committee was received, and well done to Rev Sonia Blakesley (St Marks: Oldhall) for keeping the report from the Safeguarding Committee engaging – no convenor wants the last report of a very long day!
Saturday 16th May:
The FAPLT (Faith Action Programme Leadership Team) discussed how Priority Areas are supported, given some previous Priority Areas are now no longer classified as such by the Church due to adjustment affecting demography and geography. Much discussion took place over the change in Ministry education, and the shift to one academic partner (Glasgow University) instead of 5, and the process making that change, before the Assembly supported the move. The Church approved its Apology for the Legacies of Slavery Joint Report Of The Faith Action Programme Leadership Team, The Assembly Trustees And The Theological Forum On The Legacies Of Slavery. The day ended with the report from the Guild.
Sunday 17th May:
The Assembly heard from Crossreach, the Ecumenical Relations Committee, changes to categories in the Registration of Ministries, and the Iona Community.
Monday 18th May:
The Assembly gave thanks for the work and service of the Military Chaplains. Of note, both the Deputy and the Chaplain of the Fleet are Church of Scotland Chaplains, a historic first. The General Trustees instructed all congregations to put in place the Manse Memorandum of Understanding and amended the Manse Regulations. The Assembly moved to remaindered business from FAPLT. The Capability Procedure will be reviewed and return to GA 2027. The Assembly, after a long debate, remaindered the Ill-Health and Income Protection Act until GA 2027, as the Assembly felt that there was insufficient time to discuss and scrutinise the legislation properly.
The Assembly closed after it gave thanks for the service of deceased ministers, deacons and missionaries and heard from both the Rt Rev Gordon Kennedy and the Lord High Commissioner.
A Commission of Assembly will meet in Autumn 2026, online, to consider the feedback on the new format of the General Assembly and recommend the format of General Assembly 2027, which will be held in May of that year.
 

