CLYDE PRESBYTERY

[bookmark: _Hlk214008324]Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 7.00pm

MINUTE
[bookmark: _Hlk207813243]
On the 16th day of June 2026, Clyde Presbytery met in person in Inchinnan Parish Church and was constituted with prayer. 

SEDERUNT
Rev. Mhairi Breingan, Moderator, with 38 ministers in person, 42 elders in person, four corresponding members and three visitors as recorded separately.  
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from 10 ministers, nine elders and one corresponding member, as recorded separately.  
MINUTES FOR APPROVAL
The minutes from the Ordinary meeting on 3rd March 2026 and Union of Arrochar, Luss and Rhu and Shandon on 1st June 2026, were approved.   

WELCOME
The Moderator welcomed and formally admitted Rev Christine Murdoch to Clyde Presbytery, having recently been appointed as Presbytery Clerk.  Christine took the oath de fideli and said she is looking forward to working with everyone. 

APPOINTMENT OF NEXT ORDINARY MEETING
The next ordinary meeting was approved as 15th September 2026 at Cornerstone, Bishopton. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CALL FOR ADDITIONAL ITEMS
The order of business was amended to accommodate a speaker and subsequently approved. 
Rev. Christine Goldie raised a concern that materials are often circulated too late and too close to meetings, limiting adequate time for review and preparation. The Clerk, Christine Murdoch, confirmed that she has already addressed this issue with Committee Convenors. She further advised that committee meeting schedules will be circulated to ensure that information is provided to presbyters in sufficient time.

THANKS 
The Moderator sincerely thanked Elders who are retiring from Presbytery.  She noted the many years of service and hard work they have given to Clyde Presbytery over the years.

The Moderator also thanked Stuart Wilson, Presbytery Communications Officer, who will be stepping down at the end of June. She expressed gratitude for his work at meetings and the implementation of the new website. 

The Moderator expressed thanks to Rev. Ann Knox on the occasion of her standing down as Convenor of the Mission Committee. She was commended for her dedicated service across the Presbytery, and it was noted that her contribution will be greatly missed.

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations were given to Rev. Margaret Nutter for the recent 60th anniversary of her dedication as a missionary to Pakistan.

PRESBYTERY REVIEW GROUP
Rev. Conor Fegan, Rev. Margaret Mateos, and Mr. Jim Watt addressed the meeting on behalf of the Presbytery Review Group. They expressed their thanks to the congregations who had participated in the review and outlined the positive outcomes of the report. The Moderator thanked the Review Group for their time and contribution, and noted the Presbytery’s intention to work towards the recommendations set out in the report.

REPORT FROM GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2026 
Rev Steven Henderson, Depute Clerk, presented the report on behalf of Louise Pattison, General Assembly Youth Representative (2026).
Photographs were shared and a debrief of the time spent at the General Assembly was provided. The key highlights identified were the sense of fellowship experienced and the importance of young people feeling valued within the life of the Church.

REPORT FROM THE GUILD 
Elizabeth Johnston, convener of Guilds Together, presented a report of work done over the preceding year. Elizabeth encouraged those present to remind their congregations about the Guild and to invite anyone interested to make contact.
The Moderator thanked her for the insight into the work of the Guild and wished her well for the continuing good work.

DECISIONS MADE UNDER POWERS (S/O 61) for noting
06/03/26 	Appoints Joyce Dornan, Elder at Old Kilpatrick Bowling Church, as an Additional Elder and appoints her to the Superintendence Committee.

09/04/26	Appoints the Rev Gray Fletcher as Interim Moderator at Neilston Parish Church during the period of sick leave of the minister, the Rev Matthew Ritchie.

28/04/26	Approved the following joints service agreements for The Lochside Union of Craigrownie, Garelochhead, & St Modan’s: 

3rd May	Garelochhead have a prior booking and the congregants of Garelochhead are welcome to attend worship in Craigrownie or St Modan’s Churches on that day

31st May	Joint Service in Rosneath St Modan’s Church, when Kathryn Thompson, will be speaking about her work at Rehoboth Children's Homes in Tarlac, in the Philippines
		
June		Joint Service will be held in Rosneath St Modan’s
		July 		Joint Service will be held in Craigrownie Church
		August	Joint Service will be held in Gibson Hall, Garelochhead

05/05/26	Approves the joint service of Houston & Killellan Kirk linked with Langbank Church at Houston & Killellan on Sunday 4th May 2026 due to the closure of Langbank Church. 

06/05/26	Approves the joint service of Old Kilpatrick Bowling and Dalmuir Barclay on Sunday 17th May at Old Kilpatrick Bowling Church. 

06/05/26	Appoints Rev Alistair Shaw, as Interim Moderator at Erskine Parish Church from 1st July 2026 to 12th August 2026 to allow Rev David Nicolson to undertake study leave. 

11/05/26	Approves the joint service of The Lochside Union on Sunday 24th May 2026 in Craigrownie Church at 11:30am. The last Service of Worship led by Rev Christine Murdoch before taking post as Clerk of the Presbytery of Clyde. 

25/05/26 	Appointed Rev Steven Owens as Interim Moderator at the Lochside Union.

02/06/26	Approves the continuation of Bearsden Cross and New Kilpatrick to hold joint services over 8 weeks of the summer period. The joint services will be held in New Kilpatrick from 28/6/26 to 19/07/26 inclusive, and then in Bearsden Cross from 26/07/26 to 16/08/26 inclusive.

03/06/26	Approves the joint services of Paisley Sherwood Greenlaw and Paisley St Mark's as follows: 
7th June	Joint Service at St Mark’s
12th July	Joint Service at St Mark’s 
19th July	Joint Service at Sherwood Greenlaw 
26th July	Joint Service at St Mark’s

07/06/26	Approves the relocation of the service at Paisley: Oakshaw Trinity from the sanctuary to the halls, following the closure of the sanctuary after a break-in.
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[bookmark: _Hlk214616441]COMMITTEE DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER POWERS (S/O 60) for noting

Business Committee 
Vacancy Procedure Committee
01/06/26 	Noted that Rev Christine Murdoch has demitted her charge at the Lochside Union; granted permission for her to leave the said charge;  determined that the date on which the said charge became vacant was 01/06/26.
Planning / Implementation Committee
23/03/26	Noted the results of the vote on the basis of union between Arrochar linked with Luss linked with Rhu and Shandon on Sunday 22nd March 2026. The results were as follows:
					FOR	AGAINST
RHU AND SHANDON	35	0
LUSS				20	2
ARROCHAR			10	2

The vote was in favour of the Basis of Union. The Basis of Union was approved.

12/05/26	Noted the results of the vote on the basis of union between Dalmuir Barclay and Old Kilpatrick Bowling on Sunday 10th May 2026. The results were as follows:

						FOR	AGAINST
DALMUIR BARCLAY		39	0
OLD KILPATRICK BOWLING	20	1

The vote was in favour of the Basis of Union. The Basis of Union was approved.

[bookmark: _Hlk214616450][bookmark: _Hlk214275874]Property Committee 
04/03/26	Approves the application on behalf of the Kirk Session of Greenock: Westburn for the complete refurbishment of the bathroom of the manse at 50 Ardgowan Street by Messrs Bath & Tile Studio at a total cost of £6,720, or thereby inclusive of VAT, and notes that this will be funded locally.

06/03/26	Approves the application received on behalf of the Kirk Session of Erskine Parish Church for the complete replacement of its central heating boilers and associated plant together with alterations to the system to improve the energy efficiency of the installation for the sum of £35,976 or thereby inclusive of VAT and notes that grant assistance from the General Trustees Central Fabric Fund for the sum of £25,976.00 is requested in support.

11/03/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Dalmuir Barclay, in line with the approval to search for a replacement manse of the charge, to submit an offer for the purchase of the property at 1 Iona Place, Old Kilpatrick, Glasgow G60 5NZ and to use the services of the Church of Scotland solicitors in the process.

11/03/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Old Kilpatrick Bowling to sell Old Kilpatrick Bowling Church sanctuary at Dumbarton Road, Old Kilpatrick, Glasgow G60 5JQ and to use the services of the Church of Scotland solicitors in the process.

19/03/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Greenock: Westburn Church to undertake dry rot repairs to the sanctuary at a cost of £20,183.83, or thereby, including VAT all as per the quotation submitted by Peter Cox preservation specialists and notes that the costs to be shared by local funds and funds drawn down from their revenue balance in the Consolidated Fabric Fund.

24/03/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Paisley: Abbey  to carry out stained glass repairs to the Crown Window on the west wall of the Abbey identified as 'Item 1' in the quotation submitted by Messrs Rainbow Glass Ltd which together with scaffolding costs and VAT amounted to £21,708 and notes that the cost will be covered by an insurance claim with the insurance excess of £10,000  covered by Society of Friends of Paisley Abbey.

05/05/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay Congregation to install Photovoltaic Cells to the manse roof at 3A Montgomerie Terrace, Skelmorlie PA17 5DT at a cost of £15,300 or thereby and notes that the scheme is to be supported from funds held on behalf of the congregation in the Consolidated Fabric Fund.

05/06/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Greenock: Lyle Kirk to replace the failing central heating boiler plant and associated works  with more efficient units for the sum of £39,512.01 including VAT or thereby and seeks request for the release of funds from its holding in the Consolidated Fabric Fund in support of this project.

05/06/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Bishopton Parish Church to 
		undertake masonry repairs to the external brickwork on the west and 
		south elevations of the Cornerstone Hall accommodation for a total cost 
		of £12,214.80 or thereby including VAT and conditional that appropriate 
		methods and materials are used in the process. It is further noted that 
		these works will be funded from the churches own resources.

05/06/26	Approves the application submitted on behalf of the Kirk Session of 
		Bearsden Cross Parish Church to undertake essential roof repairs to the 
		manse at 61 Drymen Road, Glasgow G61 2SU for the total sum of £32,284.20 or thereby including VAT and to note that the repairs will be funded from the congregation's own resources.

05/06/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Paisley: Oakshaw Trinity to 
		undertake major alterations to the central heating boiler installation 
		thus permitting separate independent control of the sanctuary and hall 
		accommodation for the sum of £37,782.45, or thereby, including VAT and note that these works will be funded from the churches own resources.

09/06/26	Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Kilmacolm Parish Church to install a new Audio-visual system for the sum of £44,365 or thereby including VAT subject to the prior installation of an approved fire alarm system in the church sanctuary.
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Stewardship and Finance Committee

31/03/26	Agrees that Dalmuir Barclay be awarded £4,200 from the Presbytery Mission Fund for the purpose of employing Street Connect, a Christian charity, to work with the congregation to train volunteers and to develop their mission to people in their community who are disadvantaged by addiction and associated issues including homelessness and poor mental health; on condition that the congregation report on progress after three and twelve months from the date of this award.

05/05/26	The Presbytery Mission Fund committee met on 1st May 2026 and was duly constituted and made the following grants: 
· Barrhead Bourock: £1,900 towards the cost of installation of AV equipment.
· Kilmacolm: £7,500 towards the cost of installation and replacement AV equipment. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

[bookmark: _Hlk157418347][bookmark: _Hlk189472836]BUSINESS COMMITTEE

Rev Karen Harbison, Convenor, presented the report from the Business Committee and the following deliverance was approved:  

Presbytery:

1. Receives the report.
2. Notes the appointment of the Rev Christine Murdoch as Presbytery Clerk from 1st June 2026.
3. Thanks the Recruitment Group for their work.
4. Thanks the Rev Steven Henderson for his work as Acting Clerk.

The Depute Clerk left to allow a free and frank discussion about his positions. 

5. Notes the remit and role of the Depute Clerk as outlined in the document at Appendix 1.

The Depute Clerk is welcomed back to the meeting.

6. And that a full review will be undertaken by the end of November 2026.
7. Notes the resignation of Stuart Wilson as Communications Officer from 30th June 2026  and thanks Mr Wilson for his work.
8. Notes that there has been no expression of interest in taking up the position of Presbytery Treasurer and thanks Ian Steven and Emily Falconer for their willingness to work together to enable the financial aspects of the work of Presbytery to be undertaken while the Stewardship and Finance Committee and the Business Committee continue to seek a new Treasurer.
9. Nominates the Rev Gregor McIntyre as the next Moderator of Clyde Presbytery.

Rev Dougie Adam left to allow a free and frank discussion about his application. 

10. Notes the request from Rev Dougie Adam to live in his own home and gives approval for his submission of that request to the Manse Adjudication Committee.

Rev Steven Henderson, Depute Clerk, provided background to the situation and explained the circumstances that had led to this point. He noted that the contents of Rev Dougie Adams’ application are a private matter and, due to safeguarding concerns, would not be shared with the wider Presbytery.

A discussion followed regarding whether the Presbytery should “note” or “support” Dougie’s application. A vote followed, with 43 in favour and 28 against, the Presbytery approved to amend the wording of this deliverance to read: 

“Notes the request from Rev Dougie Adam to live in his own home and notes the submission of that request to the Manse Adjudication Committee” 

Rev Dougie Adam is welcomed back to the meeting.


[bookmark: _Hlk143762394][bookmark: _Hlk158137084][bookmark: _Hlk175211705]PLANNING / IMPLEMENTATION 
Vice Convenor, Rev Jonathan Fleming, presented a report from the Planning / Implementation Committee and the following deliverance was approved:  
Presbytery: 
1. Receives the report;
2. Notes the latest updated version of the Presbytery planning grid (as appears in the attached Annual Review of the Presbytery of Clyde’s Mission Plan at Appendix 2).
3. Approves the Annual Review of the Presbytery of Clyde’s Mission Plan. 
4. Approves the Bases of Reviewable Charge for the Lochside Union, the Three Lochs, Cardross, Bonhill l/w Renton Trinity and Port Glasgow: Hamilton Bardrainney l/w Greenock: Wellpark Mid Kirk. (Appendix 5, 6, 7, 8, 9)
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TREASURER 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk168995661]Mr Ian Steven, Treasurer, presented his report and the following deliverance was approved:  
 
Presbytery: 

1. Receives the report. 
2. Notes the attested and signed accounts.
3. Approves the amendment of Trustee list.
4. Approves the delegation of authority to the Clerk and Stewardship and Finance Committee for final trustee list.
5. Approves the submission of accounts to OSCR following changes to Trustee List and submission of Trustee Information.


MINISTRY COMMITTEE

Rev Sonia Blakesley, Vice Convenor, presented the report from the Ministry Committee and the following deliverance was approved:  

Presbytery:

1. Receives the report.
2. Gives thanks to God for the faithfulness of his people who are currently progressing to assessment having completed the most recent Worship Leader Training.  One person will be assessed this month and 2 others over the summer months. 
3. Encourages responses to the request for details of how many Worship Leaders are in each congregation and would welcome this by no later than the end of June 2026.  Nil responses where applicable are requested.  
4. Notes that research into suitable training materials for lay people leading funeral services has been completed and can be made available.  Feedback from Ministers indicates that no further action is necessary at present.  
5. Gives thanks for our current cohort of students and probationers and for all who support them in their training and formation to Ministry.  Give thanks for ministers currently undertaking training as a Student Supervisor.
6. Encourages Ministers to prioritise pastoral care opportunities for Ministers which are offered by Presbytery and via Ascend including attendance at the forthcoming Away Day on 23rd June.   Encourages the take up of Study Leave for ministers.
7. Invites and welcomes interest from members to be co-opted to the committee where there is a desire and skill set suited to any of the work of the ministries committee.
8. Approves and supports Liz Robertson, Greenock Lyle Kirk, in her studies for Ministry of Word and Sacrament.

MISSION COMMITTEE

Rev Ann Knox, Convenor, presented the report from the Mission Committee and the following deliverance was approved:  

Presbytery:

1. Receives the report.
2. Is informed of a new Youth Officer, Carrie Brown, working out of 121 and the ‘Youth Connections’ 
3. Is encouraged to discuss the FAPLT report on the decline of the church with their Kirk Sessions and to seek the assistance of the PMO in developing and implementing recommendations.
4. Notes the update re-ACORN funding.
5. Commends congregations who took part in Christian Aid Week.
6. Is reminded that congregations are encouraged to give £100 to the Holy Land Bursary Scheme each year, and to think about how to support Vhutsilo Mountain School.
7. Is informed of a ‘virtual gift’ that will be launched at the September meeting to raise funds for Mwandi Mission Partners, and notes the request for drums for the B.B. Company. 
8. Is encouraged to share the information on the website about all three Mission Partners
9. Notes the ‘Good News’ stories and encourages congregations to inform the committee of any others.
10. Agrees to the amendment to the Mission Fund Guidelines removing the clause 'for funding for a Presbytery Mission initiative’ (Appendix 10) 

This being Rev. Ann Knox’s last presbytery meeting as Convenor, she thanked the committee for all their work in her time as Convenor. She also noted the work of her Vice Convenor, Liz Stewart, expressing gratitude for her contributions as she also stands down at the end of June.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Deliverance: 

Presbytery:

1. Receives the report.
2. Notes the decisions taken under powers.
3. Grants approval for the Kirk Session of Paisley Abbey to undertake major roof repairs at a cost of £810,311.10 inclusive of contractor costs, professional fees and VAT and notes this will be funded from various grant awards as detailed in the formal application document. This leaves a shortfall of £176058.10 to be funded from the balance held in the Consolidated Fabric Fund available post the imminent union of Paisley Abbey and Paisley: North congregations, which failing will be funded from the General Trustees Central Fabric Fund.
4. Grants approval, subject to funding for all costs being in place, for the Kirk Session of Bonhill Church to undertake major roof repairs at a cost of £660,105.88 inclusive of contractor costs, professional fees and VAT and notes this will be funded from various grant awards locally held funds as detailed in the formal application document. This leaves a shortfall of £360,105.88 to be funded from a grant award by the General Trustees from the Central fabric Fund.

A counter motion was moved by Rev. Bryan Kerr and seconded by Rev. Christine Goldie: 

“in light of the financial information presented, instruct the Planning and Implementation Committee to review the relevant aspects of the Approved Mission Plan in Cluster E in respect of the churches in the Vale of Leven area with particular regard to any proposed adjustment and the place of buildings and report to a future meeting of Presbytery; and note that in accordance with section 28 of Act XI 2025 that an extension to the permission to call in the charge of Bonhill linked with Renton Trinity shall not be granted until such time as Presbytery hear said report, and that for the avoidance of doubt the Nominating Committee, whilst suspending its role and function, remains in situ.” 

This counter motion was then put to a vote, and with 57 members in favour and four against, it was duly agreed.

VACANCY PROCEDURE COMMITTEE

Mr John Armit, Convenor, presented his report from the Vacancy Procedure Committee and the following deliverance was approved:  

Presbytery:

1. Receives the report.
2. Grants permission for the Lochside Union of Craigrownie, Garelochhead and Rosneath St Modan’s Church to call a minister on reviewable tenure all in terms of this Presbytery’s Approved Mission Plan and the provisions of the Call, Election and Appointment of Ministers of Word and Sacrament Act (Act XI 2025).
3. Appoints the following members of the Advisory Panel to deal with the vacancy at the said Lochside Union:  John Armit, Rev Stuart Steell and Christine Cavanagh.


STANDING ORDER 37 SUSPENDED
At this point in the meeting, the Presbytery determined that it was necessary to suspend Standing Order 37 in order to continue conducting business beyond 10:00pm. A vote was taken, and with 52 members voting in favour and 4 against, Standing Order 37 was duly suspended, allowing the meeting to continue.

STEWARDSHIP and FINANCE COMMITTEE
Rev. Dr Alan Hamilton, Convenor, presented the report from the Stewardship & Finance Committee and the following deliverance was approved:  

Presbytery:

1. Receives the report.
2. Instruct those congregations which have not yet submitted their 2025 accounts for examination and attestation to do so without delay or, if they have not done so already, to contact the Stewardship & Finance Committee (ahamilton@churchofscotland.org.uk) to discuss.
3. Instruct all congregations to ensure that they are keeping on track with payments towards their 2026 Giving to Grow Assessments and, if not, to contact the Stewardship & Finance Committee (ahamilton@churchofscotland.org.uk) to discuss.
4. Invite all congregations to review and renew their support for the Presbytery’s Holy Land Bursary Scheme.


SUPERINTENDENCE COMMITTEE

No report to be received. 


CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Rev. William Boyle, Convenor, presented the report from the Congregational Support Committee and the following deliverance was approved:  

Presbytery:

1. Receives the report.  
2. Approve the new Congregational Action Plan Template resource; encourage congregations to review the document in advance of the upcoming training events; and instruct congregations to use the template to submit their Action Plan. (Appendix 4)
3. Strongly encourages Ministers, Session Clerks and two others to attend the upcoming training events in August or September.
4. Encourage Kirk Sessions to plan for a congregational gathering or conference in late September to aid listening and discerning God’s Vision for their Action Plan.
5. Agree the timescales for completion and submission of Congregational Action Plans, with a draft to be submitted to the Committee by 31 November 2026 and the final approved Action Plan submitted by 14 February 2027. 
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14. ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Presbytery adjourned at 10:10pm to meet for the Service of Union of Dalmuir Barclay and Old Kilpatrick Bowling on Tuesday 1st September 2026 and then for Ordinary Business on Tuesday 15th September at 7pm in the Cornerstone, Bishopton. 




